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north and east they fall very abruptly, and their broken, often perpendicular, walls offer insuperable barriers to the approach of the explorer* On the other two sides much broken glaciers and steep ice-walls, while not rendering the main peaks inaccessible, make the approach to them and their conquest matters requiring mountaineering experience and skill, as well as thorough mountaineering outfit, and careful preparation. The northern slopes overhang the Suru river in the Eangdum valley for eight miles, for which distance with the opposite mountains they enclose a gorge, through which it flows.
The central part of the massif rises 2000 to 4000 feet not only above its own lesser peaks, but above all others for scores of miles around, the nearest peak that exceeds it in height being Nanga Parbat, 120 miles north-west. East, west, and south, none of the multitude of mountains overlooked by it approach it in height. It stands alone, a lofty island of rock and ice, towering bold and sharp from an ocean of surrounding peaks to an altitude measured at 23,447 feet.
A parallel may be drawn between the Nun Kun